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tianity is to live, say the Natural .Christians, it
can only live by growing. It must keep abreast
of advancing secular knowledge, and be always
ready to change or discard its dogmas, if secular
criticism pronounce them false or inaccurate.
Change, indeed, according to their view of the
matter, is in religion the same thing as life ; and
Natural Christianity will reveal its living power
to us largely, if not chiefly, by its constant and
fearless changes. Few systems, whether of
religion or government, are found to fulfil
entirely the predictions of their followers or
their adherents ; but, at least in respect to the
above matter of change, Natural Christianity
has been an exception to this rule. Never was
there a religion which, within an equal space of
time, has changed so profoundly all its original
features : or whose latter end has so rapidly
forgotten its beginning. It is, as yet, hardly a
generation old, and it has already not merely
grown, but we may almost say that it has
outgrown itself.

There are many, we do not doubt, who will
receive this last statement with indignation.
They will either say that notorious facts dis-
prove it; or else that it is incapable either of